Human leucocyte antigen (HLA) and malaria morbidity in a Gambian community.
Human leucocyte antigen (HLA) class I and class II typing was performed on 177 children in a rural area of The Gambia who were followed for 2 years in a longitudinal study of malaria morbidity. A comparison was made between those who experienced an episode of clinical malaria in one or both years and those who showed no evidence of infection in either year. No convincing association was found between morbidity and class I phenotype. An overall association of morbidity with the distribution of class II haplotypes was seen, but association with individual DR-DQ haplotypes were not conclusive.